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The Victim assistance concept was introduced when the Man Ban Treaty or the Ottawa 

Treaty was adopted 15years ago.  We are currently commemorating the 15th anniversary of 

the entry into force of MBT. Mozambique is going to host the 3nd review conference in 

the coming June, in Maputo, 15 years after hosting the 1MSP 1999. Africa is hosting the 

review conference for 2nd time the first being in Nairobi, in 2004. This is an indication of 

how the African States are committed to get rid of weapons of mass distraction. 

The effect of landmines has been demobilizing people from their areas inflict too much 

causality on a peaceful and innocent civilian which includes boys, girls, children going to 

school, women fetching fire wood or water from rivers or going to market places, cattle 

herds, farmers e.tc. 

The main reason for banning antipersonnel mines or other devastating weapons is 

therefore; to ultimately eradicate these weapons in order to reduce or completely stop 

human suffering caused by these weapons 

Almost all African countries are never producers of antipersonnel mines but mines are 

used by many African countries wherever and whenever there are conflicts in the region.  

More than 50% of the world highly mine affected & with significant number of victim’s 

are in Africa. 

On the other hand almost all African countries are state parties to the MBT, and every 

state in Sub-Saharan Africa is now bound by the Treaty. However, the victim’s assistance 

is still not covered to the level required. The major challenges of the region as far as 

Victim Assistance is concerned are:- 

1. Physical accessibility is one big challenge.  The land features of the region is 

not that accessible to any person leave alone for persons with disabilities as the 

lands are mountainous, roughs, rugged, gorgy  many up and downs.  So, the 
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special attention need be done to alleviate the physical accessibilities to public 

and services delivery places such as, hospitals, clinics, schools, libraries, roads, 

sidewalks, religious places, shops, supermarkets, toilet rooms etc.  There is also 

information inaccessibility which doesn’t enable the survivors of landmines and 

PWDs to participate in equal footings with others in different social 

development. 

Survivors have high needs for physical rehabilitation services such as assistive 

devices.  The availability of such services is not to the required levels in most 

affected countries.  There are shortage of adequate physical rehabilitation 

centers (services) and lack of adequate component for existing centers in order 

to supply the physical rehabilitative devices where the demand for mobility 

devices are inversely increasing. 

The quality of supply is also not to the required standard in the cases of many 

devices.  The shortage of skilled man power or technicians to produce 

adequate and quality assistive devices for the needy is another challenge. 

Thanks to ICRC which has been supplying the components for prosthetic and 

orthotic centers (physical rehabilitative centers). Yet, most centers are still not 

in a position to sustainably produce or access the components locally which 

creates a risk of shortage in supply and reduction in quality services. Besides, 

the imported onse are expensive if not given duty exemptions. 

 

2. Economic & psychological re-integration is areas of the greatest need for victim 

assistance. Some implementation is observed in economic and psychological 

status of landmine/UXO/ERW victims as the result of the collaboration between 

government and civil society but its future sustainability is still under question.  

Victims in particular and PWDs in general cannot access loans from MFI as 

they are looked into as high risk groups to pay back the loan. On the other 

hand focused and inclusive skill trainings centers are not adequately available. 

 

3. The other bigger challenge to address the problem of the victim is the absence 

or unavailability of reliable data. It is not possible to plan to address all the 

needs of victims of all causes or of PWDs as data is not available or not 

reliable. Data collection or information gathering is very crucial to meet the 

physical rehabilitation, psychological and economic integration, medical and 

health services for the victims.  
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Should the number of the victims or the type of their need is well identified; it 

is possible to plan to meet the required demand at least to certain extent.  

Data is important not only for intervention but to plan for prevention.   

    

4. The victims are not included in bigger society because of stigma, 

discrimination, the trauma on the survivors etc. Inclusion of survivors in 

education and in all social activities should be encouraged.  Governments 

should put this aspect as one of the input components of disability/victims 

issue and encouraged awareness raising among the public on the need of 

inclusion.   

 

5. After the UNCRPD entered into force, many countries have been started taking 

action for people with disabilities, including victims of different causes.  For 

that, they have started setting different programs to alleviate the existing gaps. 

The recently conducted Stakeholders’ Symposium in Addis Ababa for 

implementation of UNCRPD and the Standard set for Physical Accessibility and 

Monitoring tools Developed in Uganda are some of the good examples in the 

Region to be sited. Monitoring and evaluation is necessary to get feedback to 

asses as what is going on and the gabs created thereof. 

 

 

6. The Mine Ban Treaty Plan of Action, UNCRPD and other similar conventions 

and treaties should be synergized in order to avoid duplications and give the 

required quality and timely assistance to the survivors and their communities. 

From what have been highlighted above, based on the Cartagena Plan of Action, may I be 

given permission to pose the following questions? 

• Are survivors/PwDs Included or considered in all development programs of 

their concern? 

• Are victims/PwDs included in implementation of Monitoring & Evaluation 

matters of their concerns? 

• Are survivors/PwDs given the peer support (as well stated in the UNCRPD 

article 26- Habitation Rehabilitation) - which is believed to be as a basic 

remedy for trauma recovery component for victims? 
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• Is there coordination among relevant sectors/ministries/agencies in the 

development matters of the victim Assistance? 

• Are assistive devices such as artificial limbs, braces, wheelchairs, crutches,  

other mobility and communication devices and their components available free 

of charge to enhance the rehabilitation of the survivors? 

• Are these devices to the required quality and standard to serve the purpose? 

• Are the international donors requested to cover the victim assistance program 

or only are asked for mine clearance? 

I would very much appreciate and congratulate those states that have taken these types 

of actions or on the process of taking actions towards the practicality of this plan.  

I know for sure that landmines will be cleared shortly from many countries, but the 

challenges of meeting the needs of the victims of mines/UXO will not be addressed to the 

level required soon if the current pace is not improved. 

We survivors (which I think would be the concern of all survivors): 

• can support ourselves, our family and our community at large, provided 

the necessary assistances that make us reach there are given 

• can participate in all social lives; go to church or mosque to conduct prayer  

but not for bagging or for asking alms  

• can get married, form family, have children, administer our family, become a 

leaders of our community and even beyond. 

• can be active and productive part of the society 

• can go to school or higher education provided physical barriers are removed 

and appropriate teaching aids are made available. 

The civil society is a good partner if is encouraged to participate in the issues of the 

group they represent. 

Last but not least, I have a firm believe that such kind of workshops at regional VA 

countries are very important, but its fruitfulness could be realized if and only if the 

relevant actors make it practical and if the appropriate follow up is made. It is very good 

that AU is the co- organizer of this workshop; because with access it has with all African 

member states it can make the follow up for implementation. This is a good start and I 

am highly optimistic that the ultimate ending will be encouraging. 
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I I I I encourage each one of us to encourage each one of us to encourage each one of us to encourage each one of us to commit to commit to commit to commit to completecompletecompletecomplete    the challangesthe challangesthe challangesthe challanges;;;;    I am I am I am I am 

personallypersonallypersonallypersonally    committedcommittedcommittedcommitted    totototo    ContributeContributeContributeContribute    to the Recovery and Rehabilitation to the Recovery and Rehabilitation to the Recovery and Rehabilitation to the Recovery and Rehabilitation 

of myof myof myof my    Fellow Survivors.Fellow Survivors.Fellow Survivors.Fellow Survivors.    

    

THANK YOUTHANK YOUTHANK YOUTHANK YOU 


