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It has been noted on the agenda for this meeting that one of the challenges of the 

CCM is to ensure that victim assistance activities are based on the needs and priorities 

of victims and that resources are made available and used efficiently.  Another 

challenge is to fully integrate victim assistance efforts with the wider agenda on 

development, disability and human rights.   

These and similar questions resound through victim assistance in all its supporting 

disarmament conventions. 21 of the 31 states with cluster munition victim have made 

commitments to all victims as states parties to the Mine Ban Treaty, and 12 have 

under the CCM not including the 4 signatories.  
 

At the Third Review Conference of the Mine Ban Treaty in 2014, States Parties will set the 

next future course for victim assistance and will be assessing what has already been 

accomplished and what the next steps that need to be taken to ensure that the commitments 

to survivors, families and affected communities are addressed in the best ways possible. 

How can best use be made of all approaches, while still providing “adequate assistance” 

to victims.  Both the Mine Ban Treaty’s Cartagena Action Plan and the CCM call for 

assistance to be provided adequately. 

 

A range of formal and informal mechanisms exist that can address the needs of 

victims of landmines, cluster munitions, and other explosive remnants of war and 

ensure the rights of persons with similar needs in their communities. We come across 

many possible courses of action while assessing and determining the extent to which 

those mechanisms, or frameworks, have succeeded to date in meeting the obligations 

and commitments that States Parties to the Mine Ban Treaty and Convention on 

Cluster Munitions have undertaken, as well as their potential for addressing 

succeeding in the future. 

 

Reporting by the Landmine and Cluster Munition Monitor has demonstrated that 

victim assistance has progressively improved the lives of survivors. The reporting of 

states themselves also demonstrates that progress has been made. Even while it can 

still be persuasively argued that “much remains to be done” it is now also much 

clearer what has been achieved, and what has not. 

 

One example of progress made within the framework of Victim assistance and 

disability issue is the accession to the CRPD by DRC government the last couple of 

weeks. This accession is the result of a fruitful collaboration between government 

(through   the ministry of social affairs and the ministry of health) and civil society, 

including national and international organizations. Immediately after the accession, 

the Minister of Social affairs launched, on August 31
st
, the National campaign for 

identifying Persons with disabilities, according to the article 31of the CRPD. This 

great achievement focusing both on the univresalization and the implementation of 

the CRPD deserves your acclamations. [Applause] 

 



But at the same time, the working Group is placed under the Chairmanship and 

coordination of the Ministry of Social Affairs, in effect, in 2012 its work proved to be 

fully reliant on UNMACC’s active engagement when, from July 2012 to April 2013, 

the position of Victim Assistance Officer at UNMACC was left vacant and led to the 

suspension of all coordination meetings during that period. 

 

Today’s Panel has three speakers, each with unique experience in the development of 

victim assistance and the application of relevant approaches to the provision of 

assistance and the fulfilment of victims’ rights. Our Panellists will make presentations 

and discuss their perspectives on these issues, following which the discussion will be 

opened up to all. 


