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DISABILITY WORLD WIDE 

 

15% of the world population suffers from disability – or approximately 1 billion people 

 

The ratio of persons with disabilities is higher in developing countries than in developed 

countries, with 20% of the poorest people being disabled. 

 

80% of the total population of persons with disabilities lives in developing countries. 

 

Accidents with mine and ERW are one of the many causes of disability. Current figures show 

that every two hours, somewhere in the world someone falls victim to a mine or an ERW. 

The survival rate varies depends on the device involved in the accident, but in the case of 

landmines, access to  first aid measured and emergency medical care is crucial, as this can 

reduce the mortality rate from over 30% to around 10% according to the Tromsoe Mine 

Victim Resource Centre in countries such as Cambodia and Iraq 

 

Off all the victims, almost half are children 

 

Sources: World Bank, CRED, Landmine Report, WHO, UNO, UNESCO, UNHCR. 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

WORLDWIDE PRESENCE IN 2012 

 

We have been working with survivors since 1982 and are currently active in 40 countries 

affected by mines and explosive remnants of war. In these countries, we work with survivors 

as a subgroup of persons with disabilities, as such embracing a non – discriminatory 

approach to VA as stipulated by the Vientiane and Cartagena Acton Plan. 

 

We understand the realities faced by persons with disabilities, including survivors and 

believe that the impact of VA – which is to improve quality of life of survivors and of the 

broader group of PWD and indirect victims - could be even greater if we were to increase 

our understanding of three key areas. 

 

We believe that the impact of victim assistance efforts could be even greater. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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DEMYSTIFYING VICTIM ASSISTANCE 

 

How could the impact of our VA efforts be even greater? If we demystify it perhaps? What 

follows is an attempt to do so and to highlight possible reasons as to why VA has been 

seen as something difficult. 

 

1. It needs to become clear that VA is an integral part of broader sectors and policy 

areas, rather than a separate sector. 

 

Here I think of broader national and international efforts to promote disability inclusion 

and general development efforts. 

 

We need to undertake efforts to ensure disability and development related initiatives are 

inclusive of victims. And, we need to figure out how we can get people involved in sectors 

such as employment and social protection to ensure victims are also able to benefit from 

their good work. 

 

This seems to have been tricky to date. Perhaps for the following reasons: 

 

� The language used to describe VA was conceived within a disarmament context. 

 

The term “victim assistance” one that is looked upon by dismay by the broader disability 

movement, who fought hard to change the image of disability as an issue of charity to one 

that is related to rights, and one that requires changes on the part of society as well for a 

long time. As we all know, the CRPD presents disability as such. Today most of us 

acknowledge that a term such as “survivor empowerment” would be much more suitable. 

 

 

� Challenge of conceptualization – why do we continue to fight for VA in a somewhat 

isolated matter, disconnected from larger national and international efforts that 

could advance the cause of VA so much? 

 

Perhaps because we use terms such as socio –economic inclusion, without ever talking 

about the actual sectors involved in this work, namely education on the one hand and, 

employment and social protection on the other? Take a look at fact sheet number 6 and 

here you will see that social protection is a vital part of economic inclusion. 

 

It that has to be developed if the goal of inclusion and improved quality of life is to be 

reached. Outside of the world of VA though, social protection is much discussed and an 

upcoming area of development in a number of countries. We need to find ways to join these 

discussions and ensure survivors are not forgotten.  

 

So, this somewhat limited conceptualization could not but limit the engagement of actors 

working in the field of disability in our work in VA. 

 

� Another point is that VA remains embedded in the international sphere in the 

domain of the MBT and CCM. 
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Practically, this means that those talking about VA work for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs or 

Mine Action Centers and Authorities without linkages to Departments for International 

Development, and Ministries working on issues related to health, education and labor.  

 

Nothing wrong with the discussion starting here in the context of the CCM and the MBT, but 

it should be joined, and we should join, other relevant actors in the areas of health, 

education, labor and overall poverty reduction efforts if we are to make a lasting sustainable 

impact on victims’ quality of life. 

 

2. The impact of VA could also be greater if we stopped thinking that VA is difficult and 

not measurable. It is! 

 

We wrote these factsheets to help you better understand each of the sectors that VA is part 

of, and the cross cutting issues that allow for VA to have an impact.  As you can see in the 

introductory sheet, there are fact sheets on six sectors and related policy areas, and six cross 

cutting issues.  

 

Now take a look for example at fact sheet number 2 on rehabilitation. On the right hand 

side, you will find some quick facts, on the left an explanation of its components. We 

describe key stakeholders, common challenges and examples of successful projects. If you 

turn the sheet around, you will find examples of ways in which to have an impact, and 

measure progress, as well as an example of a project described in such a way that it could be 

submitted as a proposal including indicators of success. 

 

3. The implementation of VA efforts were to look for results at three, 

interdependent levels. 

 

The impact of VA efforts could be much greater if initiatives were to be undertaken at three 

levels, namely at the level of legislation, access to services and improving quality of life. Each 

requires working with different stakeholders. Working at one level without considering the 

other two levels may lead to progress in one area, for example better legislation but without 

actually leading to a more accessible system of services. And, giving a prosthetic leg, without 

ensuring that it is being used and is actually improving quality of life in the end, is no good. 

And so, it is important to do work at each level and vital to see if initiatives at one level, lead 

to changes at the next level. 

 

As you can see in on the back side of each sheet, efforts should be made at three levels: 

1) Quality of life – to ensure that available services are actually leading to improved 

quality of life 

2) Access to services – to deliver services that are available and accessible 

3) National legislation and policies – to ensure that the rights of persons with disabilities 

and victims are upheld through disability-inclusive planning, budget allocation and 

monitoring of results.   
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As such, work - whether in the health, rehabilitation of employment sector, to name only a 

few - at any of these three levels, need to consider the remaining two levels. 

 

And so, these fact sheet aim to provide an answer to this question from a purely operational 

level, as such hoping to assist key VA, disability and development stakeholders in affected 

and donor states, as well as NGO, DPO and survivor organizations and UN agencies to take 

advantage of the added value if VA is to be placed more effectively within broader efforts, in 

such a manner so as not to lose track of victims amongst the overall group of beneficiaries. 

One way to do so would be through disaggregated data collection efforts. Unfortunately, 

there is no time to elaborate on this important subject today, but I trust this will be the case 

in the future. 

 

To bring these fact sheets alive, we have asked our panel to each present one of these 

twelve sheets. Anne will speak about economic inclusion and our remaining speakers will 

speak about two cross cutting issues, namely Margaret as a survivor and a leader about 

empowerment, and Ingunn as a donor country about international cooperation. 

I now have the pleasure to hand the floor to Anne Rouve Khiev, whose presentation aims to 

show you how to use the fact sheet on economic inclusion. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION AND ASSISTANCE 

 

We all know that affected countries face multiple challenges that stand in the way of 

implementing VA, whether this is widespread poverty or a lack of human, technical and 

financial resources. The goal of international cooperation and assistance is to enable states 

and stakeholders through the provision of support, whether by other countries, regional or 

international organizations. In the context of VA, its purpose if to support states to assist 

states in realizing the obligations on VA as set out by the Cartagena and Vientiane Action 

Plan, with the CRPD being the overall guiding framework. Support is best matched with 

priorities set by affected states in their National Action Plans.  

 

Modalities include: 

• Technical support: on site support for the implementation of a specific 

project, such as developing a national action plan.  

• Capacity development through training and coaching over a period of time 

with the goal to improve knowledge, attitudes, practices and skills in a given 

area. 

• Technical support and capacity development can be provided by so-called 

donor states, regional and international organizations, as well by one affected 

state to another in the form of South-South cooperation. 

• Financial support: provided in a multitude of ways, such as through bilateral, 

regional or multi-lateral mechanisms. 


