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Chairperson, members of the Committee, Excellencies, dear friends, 
 
It is with great pleasure that I address you, the members of the Committee on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities, at this 10th session. My name is Kerry Brinkert. I serve as the Director of the 
Implementation Support Unit, or ISU, which is the substantive secretariat to the landmark 1997 
Convention on the Prohibition of Anti-Personnel Mines. 
 
I welcome this opportunity to reinforce the linkages between the Convention’s promise to survivors 
and broader efforts to guarantee the human rights of all persons with disabilities. Soon after the 
entry into force of the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention in 1999, its State Parties recognized that 
what they call “victim assistance” lies within the broader contexts of disability, healthcare, social 
services, rehabilitation, reintegration, employment, development, human rights, and gender 
equality. 
 
Moreover, these States Parties, the majority of which are also parties to the Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), have formally recognized that their “landmine victim 
assistance” efforts should promote the development of services, infrastructure, and policies to 
address the rights and needs of all women, girls, boys, and men with disabilities, regardless of the 
cause of the disability. With this in mind, I would like to update members of the Committee on 
information reported to you during the 9th session in April by sharing three examples from 2013 of 
how the Implementation Support Unit supports its States Parties to meet obligations to assist 
survivors in a manner that is integrated into national efforts to implement the CRPD. 
 
First, in Peru, the ISU supported a national multi-stakeholder workshop to initiate revisions to Peru’s 
national action plan for the equalization of opportunities for persons with disabilities. The aim was 
to bring the plan in line with Peru’s CRPD obligations, taking into account observations made by this 
committee. The workshop was convened by Peru’s national council for persons with disabilities 
(CONADIS) and the Peruvian Mine Action Centre (CONTRAMINAS), with the financial support of the 
European Union and with the substantive support of the ISU working in close collaboration with the 
Office for the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the International Campaign to Ban 
Landmines. The workshop also sought to integrate Peru’s efforts to assist landmine survivors into 
broader efforts to promote the equalisation of opportunities for persons with disabilities.  
 
Second, the ISU is supporting Ethiopia’s Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs in its efforts to formally 
integrate victim assistance into its national approach to disability. This will include a national 
dialogue on implementation of the national disability action plan in a manner which integrates 
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Ethiopia’s efforts on meeting the rights and needs of landmine and other explosive remnants of war 
survivors into broader approaches to healthcare, disability and human rights. 
 
Third, in June, the ISU, with financial support provided by Australia, assisted Thailand in convening 
an international symposium which focused in large part on links between cooperation and assistance 
between the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention and broader international efforts to cooperate to 
advance the full and effective participation of all persons with disabilities in their societies on a basis 
equal with others. The symposium, which featured the participation of Committee Member Mr. 
Monthian Buntan, explored the Incheon Strategy to “Make the Right Real” for persons with 
disabilities in Asia and the Pacific. It was noted that the Incheon Strategy aims to accelerate 
implementation of the CRPD with a view to achieving a vision of an inclusive society that ensures, 
promotes and upholds the rights of all persons with disabilities in Asia and the Pacific. 
 
Looking ahead, the ISU is currently in discussions with Colombia regarding a possible high-level 
conference on 3-4 April 2014 in Medellin, Colombia which will focus on building bridges between the 
world of landmines and broader domains such as disability, health, education, employment, 
development and poverty reduction. As such, this conference should relate to and build upon 
aspects of the September high level meeting on disability and development in New York. 
 
Chairperson, Excellencies, dear friends, 
 
The States Parties to the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention recognize that their assistance to 
landmine survivors should be carried out in accordance with human rights law. In addition, UN 
human rights chief Navi Pillay has noted that, when survivors of mines acquire a disability, they fall 
under the scope of the CRPD. The ISU therefore looks forward to ongoing collaboration with those 
actors that support the States Parties to the CRPD, particularly this Committee and the Office for the 
High Commissioner for Human Rights. 
 
Thank you. 


