
Completing the Ban on Landmines:
BAN ANTI-VEHICLE MINES

What YOU Can Do
1. Support the straight forward position of 
     a ban on anti-vehicle mines. 

2. Write to the Australian Government asking it
     to support a ban on anti-vehicle mines.

You can write to:
The Hon. Alexander Downer, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
and
Senator The Hon. Robert Hill, 
Minister for Defence. 

Both are at this address: 
Parliament House, Canberra, ACT, 2600 

Point out that there is no evidence of any military 
advantage of anti-vehicle mines in the world since 
World War II. 
At the same time there are regular and on-going 
reports of anti-vehicle mines killing and injuring 
hundreds of civilians.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 

National Coordinator ICBL 
Australian Network Inc 
GPO Box 9830, Adelaide, SA, 5001 
Tel:  (08) 8210 8172 
Fax: (08) 8223 3880 

E-mail: australia@icbl.org 
Website: www.australia.icbl.org  
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   Wrecked road building equipment destroyed by an AVM 
          in Bosnia 1997. The operator was killed.

Western Sahara mine chache 1998. Mainly Anti-Vehicle Mines.   
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29th November 2002
Seven people were killed and six wounded when a Mèdecins 

Sans Frontières (MSF) medical convoy hit an anti-vehicle mine. 

They were travelling on a road near the city of Mavinga in 

South-east Angola. The wounded included an eight-month-

old baby and two of the wounded people had to have limbs 

amputated. As a result of the incident MSF stated that it would 

reduce its vital humanitarian activities in the area until it could 

be sure of the safety of its staff.

Anti-Vehicle Mines: 
Unfinished Business
In 1997 most countries in the world agreed to the Mine Ban 
Treaty; to ban the use, production, stockpiling and transfer 
of anti-personnel landmines. 
As of October 2003 a total of 150 countries in the world had 
signed up to the treaty. However, the Mine Ban Treaty did 
not ban all landmines and anti-vehicle mines (AVM’s) were 
left out of the treaty.

What is an anti-vehicle mine? 
A mine designed to be detonated by the presence, proximity 
or contact of a vehicle, as opposed to a person, however some 
anti-vehicle mines can be detonated by a person on foot.

Lack of military use 
for anti-vehicle mines
Resistance to a ban on anti-vehicle mines comes largely 
from military forces. However, while there is substantial 
evidence of the negative impact of anti-vehicle mines on 
civilian populations, there is little evidence that anti-vehicle 
mines are militarily useful. 
Anti-vehicle mines have had no combat utility in any 
operation involving the Australian Defence Forces 
since the Korean war. 

Australian casualties 
from anti-vehicle mines 
The only Australian soldier killed in the 2001 - 2002 deployment 
to Afghanistan was the victim of an anti-vehicle mine. 
Only four Australian peace-keepers since 1966 have died from 
weapons. Two have been killed by the accidental discharge of 
firearms and two by landmines while driving in vehicles. 

In 1974, an Australian police sergeant was killed by a mine in 
Cyprus while he was driving a Turkish Cypriot family across 
the buffer zone. In January 1988 an Australian officer acting 
as a UN observer in Lebanon was killed when the jeep he was 
travelling in struck a mine north of Tyre.

The Australian Governments’ Position 
The Australian Government does not currently support a ban 
on anti-vehicle mines, arguing that they have ‘military utility’. 
However, the Government does support further restrictions 
on anti-vehicle mines that have been proposed by the 
US Government. 

At the end of 2003, Australia’s stock of    anti-
vehicle mines was obsolete and are currently 
now used only for training purposes. 

The Mine Ban Treaty did not ban 
all landmines and anti-vehicle 

mines were left out of the treaty. 
The only Australian soldier killed in the 
2001 - 2002 deployment to Afghanistan 
was the victim of an anti-vehicle mine.

This is likely to be a significant underestimate of the number of civilians 
killed and wounded by anti-vehicle mines in this period. It is for these 
reasons that the International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL) 
Australian Network supports a ban on anti-vehicle mines.

Anti-vehicle mines go on killing and maiming (mainly killing, 
as anti-vehicle mines are many times more powerful than 
anti-personnel landmines) long after conflicts have ended.

Anti-vehicle mines have an even greater effect in stopping or 
delaying the movement of essential goods and humanitarian 
aid in impoverished mine-affected countries than do anti-
personnel landmines. 

Anti-vehicle mines multiply the cost of shipping essential 
goods and humanitarian aid if air-lifting becomes necessary. 
The number of people who die and suffer as a result of the 
impact of anti-vehicle mines on the transport of essential 
goods and humanitarian aid is likely to greatly outnumber the 
number of instances of people killed and maimed directly by 
anti-vehicle mine instances; 

And...
Anti-vehicle mines are indiscriminate; they cannot 
distinguish between civilians and military personnel.

A survey of media reports and 
incidents reported by Landmine 
Monitor 2002 found that at least 

159 civilians, 
peace-keepers 
or deminers 
were killed and 
83 wounded 

by anti-vehicle mines between 
January 2001 and January 2003. 
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Mine clearer at work, Kosovo 1999. A total of 58 AVM’s were cleared 

        in a morning from a populated area used by farming civilians.


